The New York Centrals
40th Anniversary Rally
Fulton Elks Club, Fulton, NY
June 8 – 11, 2017.
A Chapter of the Family Motor
Coach Association Since 1977

Celebrate – Celebrate – Celebrate

Schedule of Events
Thursday, June 8, 2017
Parking of early arrivals
Supper on your own
Games in the Pavilion
Friday, June 9, 2017
Parking of arriving coaches
Friday Happy Hour – 3:00 to 4:30 pm
Sponsored by Wilkins RV of Bath and Rochester/Churchville, NY
Supper on you own. See list of restaurants in Goodie Bag - or we can
just extend Happy Hour for those who would rather not go out.
Games in the Pavilion
Saturday, June 10, 2017
Breakfast at the Elks Club – 8:00 am to 9:00 am
Sponsored by Wilkins RV of Bath and Rochester/Churchville, NY
Explore Fulton or sit back and catch up with friends
Ice Cream Social at the Pavilion – 3:00 pm to 4:00 pm
Sponsored by Cherry Grove Campground of Wolcott, NY
Anniversary Dinner at the Elks Club – 6:30 pm to 7:30 pm
Sponsored by Burdick’s RV Center of Cicero, NY
40th Anniversary Celebration at the Elks Club – 8:00 pm until????
Sunday, June 11, 2017
Continental breakfast at the Pavilion – 8:00 am to 9:00 am
Sponsored by Alpin Haus RV Center of Amsterdam, NY
Safe travels home until we meet again

Our Rally Team
Parking:

Steve Essler and Mike Vrabel

Goodie Bags:

Dolores Wilson

Decorations:

Bev Vrabel and Charlotte Burrell

Public Relations:

Sue McCoy

Invitations:

Elaine Barton

Saturday Night
Program and Emcee:

Steve Essler

Ice Cream Social Hosts:

Pat and Phil Dana, Patty and Brian Pritchard,
Cheryl and Harry Zakorchevnoy

Audio/Video Director:

Bob Flight

Rally Photographers:

Dan and Sue McCoy, Judy Soutar

Rally Hosts:

Elaine and Bart Barton
Can you guess where and when this rally was?

New York Centrals – Chartered - July 28, 1977
(Presidents)
PRESIDENTS
YEARS

Andrew Mancini
James Alley
Andrew Mancini
Jerry Rifken
Flo Stansbury
Joseph Nadeau
Nelson Robinson
Roger Preston
Robert Balcerzak
Billy Vagliardo
Joe Hammond
Nate Walker
Edward McNeely
Norm Wilber
Charles Machell
Lloyd Pugsley
Richard Snyder
Janet Pugsley
Bart Barton
Bill Leach
Paul Hallagan
Richard Burrell
Daniel McCoy

1977 – 1978
1978 - 1979
1979 – 1980
1980 – 1982
1982 – 1984
1984 – 1986
1986 – 1987
1987 – 1989
1989 – 1990
1990 – 1991
1991 – 1993
1993 – 1995
1995 – 1997
1997 – 1999
1999 – 2000
2000 – 2001
2001 – 2003
2003 – 2005
2005 – 2007
2007 – 2010
2010 – 2013
2013 – 2015
2015 -

Do you recall, or remember at all, that
wonderful, wonderful year?

Thank You Corporate Sponsors
Friday Happy Hour - Wilkins RV
Saturday Breakfast - Wilkins RV
Ice Cream Social - Cherry Grove Campground
40th Anniversary Dinner - Burdick RV
Sunday Breakfast - Alpin Haus

Cherry Grove Campground
Proud sponsor of the New York Centrals’
40th Anniversary Rally’s Ice Cream Social

A Full Service Lake Ontario Campground
Cherry Grove Campground offers a unique Lake Ontario camping experience that combines a scenic location, a variety of activities, complete camping amenities, full service
campsites, convenient camping cabins and so much more!
The camp sites at Cherry Grove Campground are designed to meet the needs of today's
campers, from pull thru "big rig" RV camp sites, with full hookups and 50 amp electricity
to grassy and spacious tent camping sites (and everything in between.)
Enjoy the ultimate Lake Ontario camping getaway at Cherry Grove Campground.
Sites are filling up fast, be sure to get your reservations now!

CHERRY GROVE CAMPGROUND
12669 Ridge Road
Wolcott, NY 14590
Phone: 315.594.8320

http://www.cherrygrovecampground.com/

Minutes of the original charter meeting, May 28, 1977

Original Membership Roster, May 1977

Elaine and I wanted to make this rally special by including “Memories” in the program booklet. We asked
members to share a memory with us; a funny anecdote that happened at a rally, a memorable time with
the New York Centrals, a special person at a rally etc. Here are your memories. Bart

Want To Go To Alaska?
Our good friends Bill and Kay Leach asked us to meet
them for lunch . They were at the North East Area
Rally (NEAR) in Essex Junction in 2006 and attended
the Fantasy Tours seminar on Alaska. They were thinking of going and asked us to go to join them. Wow,
Alaska. My mind reeled. It’s too expensive. It’s too
far. It’s too expensive. It’s too long. It’s too expensive. While I was mulling over which reason to give
them as to why we couldn’t go, my sweet wife Elaine
blurted out, “We’d love to go”. And that friends is how
we ended up in Alaska in 2008. It was the trip of a
lifetime and if you have a chance to go, don’t give my
answers, give Elaine’s.
You can see our trip at
www.onward2alaska.com.

The Great Map Debate

Before joining the New York Centrals, we used the RV
for April vacations, and a few weekends in the summer.
We also had taken a vacation cross country but felt
that we might have wasted our money on the motor
home. After joining FMCA and the New York Centrals,
we truly embraced the motor home “lifestyle”.
There are so many things about the New York Centrals
that we enjoy. We look forward to each month’s rally
and seeing new campgrounds and sites. We have made
very good friends that will last a life time. We have had
fun going to garage sales, sightseeing, playing cards,
drinking Bart’s lemonade and of course eating. However,
the thing that I have enjoyed the most is traveling to
the more distant rallies. We have gone to West Springfield Massachusetts, Perry Georgia, Indianapolis Indiana, Madison Wisconsin, Bowling Green Ohio, York Pennsylvania and Essex Junction Vermont with other members of the chapter for FMCA International and Area
Rallies. We have had so much fun traveling together to
these rallies and participating in all the activities there.
My favorite memory from these trips happened as we
were about to travel through Chicago with Bart. He
wanted to pull into a rest area to review the map for
directions. He said on the walkie talkie that he wanted
to “pull over because they were having a map-debate”,
and of course my dirty mind heard something slightly
different!
Charlotte and Rich Burrell

Bart and Elaine Barton

We Crashed a Rally
Our most memorable event with The New York Centrals
is the one we crashed, (well kind of crashed,) in Gettysburg. We knew that there was going to be a rally there
because Paul Hallagan had contacted us when we joined
FMCA. He let us know where and when you would be
there and said if we wanted to see what the chapter
was all about we were welcome to come join everyone.
At the time, there were no guarantees that we would
be able to get a site, but we decided at the last minute
to contact the campground and were able to get the
site next to Char and Rich Burrell.
When we arrived and went to Paul's site, we were
greeted and welcomed to join the "happy hour." At
that point, you decided to bring us a membership application to complete. The events that took place that
weekend are what made us decide to join this group and
so far, we do not regret it. If we had it to do over
again, we would still have joined. We can only hope that
all new members feel as welcome as we did that weekend.
Cheryl and Harry Zakorchevnoy

It was hard for me to share just one memory from the past ten years we have been members of the New York Centrals. So I’m going to mention several memories. Can you match the memory with the location?

1. After a dinner catered by the famous Brooks BBQue, we were entertained by singer, guitar player Mickey
Boslet.

2. We toured the front nine holes of the golf course in golf carts and learned that each hole was designed by a different friend of the owner.

3.
4.
5.
6.

The New York Centrals served pizza and ice cream sundaes to 150+ attendees at the rally.
The New York Centrals dressed as pirates and handed out candy and beads to the children of the community.
After a meal of fried turkey and all the trimmings, we took a hayride around the area.

We celebrated our 35th anniversary with 20 coaches, 5 past/present presidents, and FMCA president Charlie
Schrenkel and his wife Jean.

7. Many members showed off their talents and then an auction of donated items was held with over $400. being
raised for our treasury.

8. The “Booby shirts” were revealed for the first time at the “Garbage Can Turkey” dinner.
9. An auction was held where a bottle of wine went for $3,900., candles for $1,400, and no money was raised for
our treasury.

10. We toured the Paul DeLima Coffee Factory and took a lovely boat ride on the Erie Canal.
11. Dressed as train engineers and marching in a locomotive with caboose, five N.Y. Centrals couples took the first
place trophy in the parade.

12. Sword fights, gold doubloons, a terrific BRRRR-B-Que, and walking the plank were all part of this weekend.
13. Elvis---in the form of Jim Wilson---has left the building!
A.
B.
C.
D.
E.
F.
G.

Snug Harbor
Riverforest Campground/Owen Orchards
Oswego Harborfest
Yesterdays RV Park
Brewerton Fire Barn
Cooperstown KOA
GEAR, York PA
Sue McCoy

H.
I.
J.
K.
L.
M.

Camillus Elks Club
Hedjamada Campground
Adirondack Gateway Campground
Country Music Park
Streamside Campground
Waddington

[Answers bottom of next page]

Welcome to Your First Rally
We have been impressed by how friendly and supportive
the group members are. On our first visit, when we
first drove up, we were welcomed as if we had been
lifelong members.
Bob and Vera Flight

What do these have in common?
1. tacos in a bag
2. ugly dip
3. garbage can turkey
4. Bart’s internationally famous lemonade
5. Grandma Marcolini’s peek-a-boo squares
6. strawberry shortcake on elephant ears
7. sex on the driveway
8. omlets in a bag
9. blueberry peach cake
10. breakfast grilled cheese and tomato sandwiches
These are all foods and drinks served at New York
Centrals Rallies!
Sue McCoy

We have been members since June 2011. During the
past six years, we have participated in many chapter
rallies, and a few of the NEAR's. We have dressed in
numerous "theme oriented" attire, and have participated in several rally parades, as well as the Town of
Waddington's Pirate Days parade.
While attending a chapter rally in Oswego, New York,
our "queens of crafts" created their "anatomical " Tshirts. Even though I wasn't able to participate in their
craft class that day, I am delighted to be the proud
owner of one of these famous creations. I do need to
clarify that it is only brought out of the RV on special
occasions. And, thanks to those same ladies, my inner
crafty spirit has advanced to the point that I now know
how to use a craft glue gun!
On a more serious note, Jim and I would like each of
you to know that if it weren't for the New York Centrals Chapter of FMCA, we most likely would have never
met you, whom we now consider our RV family. We have
been to places we probably wouldn't have traveled to,
and have shared numerous wonderful experiences. It
has been a great six years, and we look forward to many
more!
Dolores and Jim Wilson

Would You Run For 2nd Vice President?
In July 2002 I got an email from Don Daily, Nominating
Committee Member, asking me that question. Elaine
and I had just joined the New York Centrals that
spring. Why would he ask me I wondered. Elaine said it
was because I couldn’t keep my big mouth shut in meetings. I told him no, maybe in a year or two; I was so
new I didn’t even know the members’ names yet.
He asked again saying the 2nd VP really didn’t have to do
much and people would help me. (I should have realized
that if people were going to help me there was much to
do). I said no again. Don was persistent and asked a
few more times. Finally I said, “If you absolutely can’t
find anyone else I might consider it”. Within seconds I
got a short email from Don saying, “Congratulations Mr.
Vice President”.

Boobie Shirts???
At a Rally at Yesterday's RV Park in Oswego the rally
hostess gave all the ladies very pretty aprons as welcome gifts in their goodie bags. I suggested that all
they should wear was the aprons to the pot luck supper
(and nothing else). Well, they wore the aprons, but
they also wore “Boobie Shirts” which they had made
that afternoon.
Steve Essler

Are We Old-Timers?
Bart and I are what you would call the “old timers”. It
seems like we have been going to rallies forever. We
have been to Essex Junction more times than I want to
remember. We remember when NEAR was a rally of
over 2000 coaches. We have been to Springfield twice,
Madison, Wisconsin, Bowling Green, Ohio and to two
GEAR rallies. There probably are places we have been
that I can’t remember. One thing I do know is that no
matter where we go with the Centrals we have fun!
I remember the year Bart spray painted shoes and hats
red so the girls could go to the Red Hat Tea. When we
returned we all had red feet but we had had a great
time. Five years ago we hosted the 35th Anniversary
Rally right here in Fulton and now it is our 40th Anniversary. Fortunately we are growing as a chapter and continue to have fun where ever we are. I think our chapter as a whole is beginning to be recognized for our volunteer service. I hope the chapter has many more anniversaries to celebrate. Thank you for all the memories.
Elaine Barton
On a more personal note, this will be our last rally to
host. Fatigue has become my friend and hosting a rally,
(especially with Bart), is exhausting and does not make
for a fun rally for me. I will gladly help anyone who
needs help with hosting though.

Turns out they really wanted me to be 1st VP, not 2nd.
So long story short, three years as 1st VP, two years as
President, a couple years as Alternate National Director and the rest as National Director.
Bart Barton

Answers: (1-E 2-L 3-C 4-M 5-J 6-H 7-B 8-D 9-I 10-G 11-G 12-A 13-K)

In Memoriam
Andy Mancini was the first President of the New York Centrals and
the driving force behind its formation. Andy and his wife, Ginny,
were very active in the chapter for
many years.
Andy was a life member of FMCA
having number L13891.
He
served in the US Navy. Andy
passed March 4, 2016 at the age
of 75.
Ginny and Andy Mancini

Bill Leach was a past President of the
New York Centrals from 2007 to 2010. He
and his wife Kay were very active members hosting many rallies.
They bought their first motorhome in the
early 1970s. This picture was taken on
their trip to Alaska in 2008.
Bill and Kay Leach

Bill passed away February 6, 2017, at the
age of 81.

Bob Shaw and his wife, Sharon, were very
active in the chapter for many years. Bob
took over the duties of Newsletter Editor
and developed it into an award winning
newsletter. It won first place at NEAR for
several years and his format is still being
followed today.
Bob was also our first Webmaster and developed our website which is still running,
www.newyorkcentrals.com. Bob passed
away May 5, 2017 at the age of 77.

Sharon and Bob Shaw

